
Chelsea Flower Show
Seed Potatoes
Chitting Potatoes
Growing Potatoes
Pruning Apple Trees
Garden Design Ideas
Grow Your Own Grapevine
Growing Vegetables
What To Plant In January
Pruning Roses
Garden Planner
Raised Beds
Hampton Court Flower Show
When To Plant Potatoes

January

The long tail

Proportion of searches

Insight: 
Although January is one of the 
weakest months of the year in 
terms of demand for gardening 
content, there are still a large 
amount of novice type searches 
such as ‘gardening tips’ etc.

People start to think about planting 

potatoes very early on in the year, 
chitting, planting and ‘when to’ 
searches dominating.

Planning and design start to trend.

Rising searches

Growing Tomatoes*
Cloche
Growing Cucumbers
Potato Blight
Cuckoo Spit
Magnolia Grandifl ora
Growing Potatoes
Lupins
Growing Sunfl owers
Liriodendron Tulipifera
Dianthus Cruentus
Orlaya Grandifl ora
Verbena
Growing Melons
When To Harvest Garlic

May

The long tail

Rising searches

Insight:  
The most popular month for 
gardening searches.

We removed most searches 
relating to the Chelsea or Tatton 
fl ower shows.  Suffi ce to say that 
the shows dominate this month.

This month sees a sharp rise 
in searches for the unusual 
and exotic

Rising searches
Hampton Court Flower Show
Growing Tomatoes
Tatton Park Flower Show
Cuckoo Spit
Corvus Corone
When To Harvest Potatoes
Growing Cucumbers
Growing Courgettes
Harvesting Potatoes
Potato Blight
Apple Tree Diseases
Tomato Plant Diseases
Growing Strawberries
Growing Onions

June

The long tail

Rising searches

Insight:  
One of the most popular times of 
the year for people to be searching 
online for gardening information.

Flower shows again feature highly.

People wondering whether they 

should harvest their potatoes yet.

Diseases make an appearance.

Rising searches

Chelsea Flower Show
Planting Potatoes
Lawn Care
Gardening Tips
Growing Garlic
Growing Peas
When To Plant Potatoes
Cold Frames
Growing Tomatoes
How To Plant Potatoes
Clematis Montana
Growing Courgettes
Magnolia Stellata
Camellia

March

The long tail

Proportion of searches

Insight: 
Searches for lawn care grows for 
the second month running.

A lot of novice sounding vegetable 
searches trend this month.

Rising searches

Hampton Court Flower Show
Tatton Park Flower Show
Blackfl y On Runner Beans
Pickled Beetroot
Freezing Courgettes
Tomato Blight
Freezing Broad Beans
Lavender Plants
Potato Blight
Freezing Vegetables
Hydrangea
Black Fly
Storing Potatoes
Tomatoes Growing

July

The long tail

Proportion of searches

Insight: 
Most searches to gardening sites 
this month were around recipes 
which we’ve removed (such as 
chutneys, jams etc) probably 
a good time to be linking to 
BBC food.

Courgettes and beans challenge 
the usual potatoes and tomatoes 
for the biggest interest this month.

Think about terms such as 
‘freezing’ and ‘storing’ when crops 
are being harvested

Rising searches

Lawn Care
Dandelion
When To Prune Plum Trees
Garden Ideas
Cordyline Frost Damage
How To Grow Vegetables
Rhubarb
Sap Sucking Insect
Hampton Court Flower Show
Growing Potatoes In Con-
tainers
How To Chit Potatoes
Pampas Grass
Planting Onions

February

The long tail

Proportion of searches

Insight: 
Lawn care tops the rising searches 
in February.

Hampton court fl ower show starts 
to trend too.

Rising searches

Lawn Care
Storing Apples
Winter Vegetables To Grow
Lycopersicon Esculentum
When To Prune Roses
Chelsea Flower Show 2011
Cyclamen
Geranium Cuttings
Planting Garlic
When To Prune Apple Trees
Planting Bulbs
Honey Fungus
Wallfl owers
Verbena Bonariensis

September

The long tail

Proportion of searches

Insight:  
It’s all about caring for the lawn 
and pruning this month.

Apples have big underlying 
search demand this month along 
with recipes.

Rising searches
Chelsea Flower Show
Pruning Apple Trees
Garden Design
Pruning Roses
Grow Your Own
Geranium Cuttings
Raspberry Canes
What To Plant Now
Pruning Raspberries
Pruning Hydrangeas
Bay Tree
Nerine Bowdenii
Skimmia Japonica
Honey Fungus

October

Most popular

Proportion of searches

Insight:
Searches overall are tailing off 
come October.

Apple searches popular for the 
third month.

People are starting to think about 

their winter plants.

Rising searches
Chelsea Flower Show 2011
Hampton Court Flower Show 
2011
Scented Border Plant
Poinsettia
How To Prune An Apple Tree
Christmas Rose
Planting Apple Trees
Organic Gardening
Growing Garlic
Hedgehog House
Strawberries
Sorbus Vilmorinii
Growing Brussel Sprouts

November

The long tailRising searches

Online audience demand:  Gardening

Notes:  All data sourced from Hitwise May 2010 – May 2011 inclusive.   The data represents around 175,000 actual search 
terms entered into search engines by users within the UK at this time who then went on to visit a gardening related website.                                                                                           
Proportion of searches denotes the search volume  that a month has compared to the other months, so May has the largest share of 

search volume (the greatest demand).  Rising searches are the searches that have shown the greatest increase in volume that month 
compared with the previous month  The long tail counts how many times a single word has appeared overall in a month, this gives us 
underlying search demand and allows us to look underneath the ‘tip’ of just the most popular / trending searches. We have removed 

searches related to brands and also to recipes although it should be noted that recipes are popular seasonal drivers of traffi c to gardening 
websites.  This visualisation was made by the audience acquisition team using data from Hitwise and as such it should not be distributed 
outside of the BBC.

Chelsea Flower Show 2011
Growing Tomatoes
Wisteria
Rhubarb
Lily Beetle
How To Grow Potatoes
Plant Identifi er
Garden Screening
Hanging Baskets
How To Lay Turf
How To Grow Courgettes
Earthing Up Potatoes
Hampton Court Flower Show
Dandelion

April

The long tail

Proportion of searches

Insight:  
People are thinking about their 
greenhouses in April.

They’re also thinking about 
composting, tomatoes, trees and 
clematis along with lawn care.

Searches for ‘lilly beetle’ tend to 
spike at different times every year, 
between May and July.

Lots of ‘how to’ searches this 
month.

Rising searches

Freezing Runner Beans
Pruning Plum Trees
Storing Potatoes
Ripen Green Tomatoes
Pruning Apple Trees
What To Plant In September
How To Freeze Plums
Bottling Fruit
Sweetcorn
Storing Apples
Lawn Aerator
Ripening Tomatoes
Pruning Raspberries
Damson

August

The long tail

Proportion of searches

Insight: 

 It’s all about pruning, harvesting, 
freezing and storing this month.  

And ripening those pesky 
tomotoes (or making green 
chutney out of them).

As in July, we’ve taken all of the 
recipe searches out but there 
is a huge interest in what to do 
with crops this month including 
chutney, jam and jelly searches.

Rising searches

Garden Design
Chelsea Flower Show 2011
Cabbage Collars
Beta Vulgaris
Poinsettia
Cyclamen Care
Medlar
How To Grow Mistletoe
Garden Design
Gardening With Herbs
Polytunnels
Grow Your Own
Jasmine
Garden Planning

December

The long tailRising searchesRising searches

Proportion of searches

Insight:  
People are still thinking about 
those Chelsea fl ower show tickets, 
trending for the third month 
now along with the Hampton 
court show.

Greenhouse searches show a 

strong rise in the long tail.

Lots of pruning, care and bulb 
searches this month.

Rising searches

Proportion of searches

Insight:  

The lowest demand of the year for 
gardening information.  

Planning and design are signifi cant 
for this month.

Suprisingly ‘gardening gifts’ 

trends in October / November not 
December.  Are gardeners better 
planners?

And the ever present Chelsea 
fl ower show.  Rising again for the 
fourth month in a row.

Overall

Chelsea Flower Show
Hampton Court Flower Show
Garden Design
Lawn Care
Growing Potatoes
Tatton Park Flower Show
Gardening Tips
Rhubarb
Pruning Apple Trees
Growing Garlic
Growing Vegetables
Pruning Roses
Planting Potatoes
Growing Strawberries

Top searches

Vegetables

Growing Potatoes
Rhubarb
Growing Garlic
Planting Potatoes
Runner Beans
Growing Onions
How To Grow Potatoes
Growing Rhubarb
Potato Blight
Growing Cucumbers
Seed Potatoes
Chitting Potatoes
Growing Leeks
Potatoes

Top searches

Fruit

Pruning Apple Trees
Tomato Plants
Strawberry Plants
Tomato Blight
Raspberry Canes
Tomato Diseases
When To Prune Apple Trees
Apple Trees
Chelsea Flower Show 2011 
Dates
Apple Tree Pruning
Cherry Jam
Apple Trees For Sale
Gooseberry

Top searches

Flowers & Plants

Pruning Roses
Lavender Plants
Wisteria
Hydrangea
Verbena Bonariensis
Clematis
Geranium Cuttings
Lavender
Poinsettia
Rosemoor
Clematis Montana
When To Prune Roses
Ceanothus
Cyclamen

Top searches


